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Support for Building the Full East San Fernando Valley Light Rail Line Phase 2

Honorable Board Members:

The Sylmar Neighborhood Council strongly supports completing the East San Fernando Valley
Light Rail line to its originally approved northern terminus at the Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink
Station. The recent Shared Right-of-Way study reinforces the importance of extending the
project beyond Van Nuys/San Fernando Road. We urge Metro to advance the Full Light Rail
Build, with stations at Paxton, Maclay, and Sylmar/San Fernando.

Sylmar sits at the junction of four major freeways and has long endured the congestion, noise,
and pollution they generate. Light rail offers a much-needed alternative, giving residents and
commuters a cleaner and more sustainable way to travel while helping relieve traffic impacts
through our neighborhood.

Direct service to Sylmar ensures reliable one-seat rides, eliminating forced transfers and
providing the capacity and frequency that our community needs. The extension connects the G
Line, Van Nuys Metrolink/Amtrak hub, and the Antelope Valley Line, while serving Pacoima, San
Fernando, and Sylmar—communities that depend heavily on transit but have limited rapid
options. Safe, accessible stations bring tangible equity and safety benefits that a transfer-only
concept cannot.

We are concerned about the option in the supplemental study that would terminate the line at
Van Nuys Boulevard and San Fernando Road with only a new Metrolink infill station. Transfers
at that location would require passengers to cross San Fernando Road and partially cross Van
Nuys Boulevard, creating unsafe conditions. By contrast, extending the line to Sylmar/San
Fernando allows for a shared station complex where transfers can be made safely and
seamlessly. A combined facility encourages riders to connect between Metrolink and light rail,
while a separated arrangement adds unnecessary barriers. We are not opposed to adding the
Van Nuys/San Fernando Metrolink station as an infill project, but it must not substitute for
high-quality, reliable service to Sylmar.

This project also supports economic growth. Stations will encourage local jobs, retail, and
housing near transit. In Sylmar, two major housing projects are already under construction
within a quarter mile of the station, with limited parking provided. Reliable rail service is essential
to support these new residents and reduce reliance on cars.

The ESFV project is a once-in-a-generation mobility upgrade for the Northeast San Fernando
Valley. Extending the line to Sylmar/San Fernando delivers on the ridership, equity, safety, and
economic promises made to voters and riders. We respectfully urge the Board to move forward
with the Full Light Rail Build for Phase 2.

This position was adopted unanimously by the Board of the Sylmar Neighborhood Council at its
regularly scheduled public meeting held on June 26th, 2025, with 17 members present.

Respectfully,

Kurt Cabrera-Miffer
President, Sylmar Neighborhood Council
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